Sinem and Didem, Mozart and Puccini; they all got mixed up....

Two beautiful brunettes. Under the spot light. They look like the models from Zuhal Yorgancioglu’s fashion show. Their hair is down to their shoulders. One of the audiances in the front row whispers “they look like twin sisters of Catherine Zeta-Jones.”

Zeta-Jones comment is well deserved, and these beautiful burnettes are twin sisters. The twin with purple Kaftan approaches to the piano as Meral Güneyman is placing her note books on the piano. All the whispering is stopping in Washington’s Strathmore Music Center. 

The woman with the purple kaftan is eyeing the first page on the notes.There is worry in her voice and saying “this is not Mozart, this is Puccini ”. And the world famous Güneyman objects “Sinem, you will be singing Puccini” where the young woman is replying “ I am Didem and I will be singing Mozart”. Meral Güneyman is quickly changing the notes. Didem is taking a deep breath and relaxing. And she is starting to sing Mozart’s Figaro’s wedding.

They are Sinem and Didem Balik sisters known as “OperaTwins” in the world of music. They say that they are the only soprano twins. “The likeness cause mix ups sometimes. We pay extra attention to who sings what. We have different voices. One of us is mezzosoprano the other is soprano. But if we have to, we can sing each other’s songs”.
Accompanied with Güneyman, the Twins sang classical and arias from Purcell, Brahms, Mozart, Offenbach, Strauss, Lehar, Stoltz, Bizet and Puccini. When it was time for Ronodo  a la Turk, they put on Ottoman kaftans. 

Didem’s “Carmen” and Sinem’s classical songs from Gershwin moved the audiances where songs from Selman Ada’s “Ali Baba” and Can Aksel’s “İnce Giyerim İnce” exhilarated them.

They have a big repertoir. Aside from operas, they sing operettes, Broadway musicals, French chansons, Italian napolitens and German songs. They showed their talent by singing in 5 different languages in their first tour of America.

Didem says “ we are presenting a package to the audiances which includes voice, costume, visiual attractiveness. Our music has nothing to do with religion, cultural differences or race”.

Sinem adds “We present a fulfilling show. After 7 years in Izmir’ 9 Eylul University Conservatory, we were additionally trained in Vienna’a Prayner Conservatory for 3 years. We worked with Lia Lanterieri and Dolora Zajick and with Placido Domingo in his “master” class”.

The Twins who have been living in Vienna for the past 5 years, gave concerts in different cities of Europe. They were in the finals at “4th International vivo Voix Competition” in 2001. A French music agents said  that they had the Mediterenean voice: soft and warm. After his concert at the Vienna State Opera, Domingo told reporters that he saw no reason for the Twins not to have an inetrnational career.

I asked them whether they ever thought of going into pop music. After all the pop singers make alot of money without any training in music. They both have the same idea on the subject: “We don’t care whether the pop singers make a lot of money. Opera is a combination of music and theatre. Opera’s grandness, splendor, costumes and acting dimension attracted us when we were kids. We are happy with our choice.”
After a busy schedule of concerts, the OperTwins gave interviews to the Tv channels and papers in the States. They will be singing arias for the European Parliement in September. 

Didem and Sinem also attracted the attention of Ahmet Ertegün, founder of the Atlantic Records during a mini concert at the Turkish Week Ball in New York last month. Ahmet Ertegün who, as far as the Turkish singers were concerned, showed interest only in Tarkan so far, invited them to his office twice in the same week. After listening to their solo and duet performances in his office, Ertegün said “I see the neccessary talent in you. Your voices and you are beautiful. I will look for the right material for you. Don’t lose the contact with me”.

The main aim of the OperaTwins is to sing at La Scala at Milan, Lincoln Center, Metropolitan Opera and Carnegie Hall.

It is not easy to reach this aim which is shared by thousands of artists. They need a strong engine to pull them from the rest. I can’t think of anyone more stronger than Ertegün for this.
